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Definition: A vector image is one of the two major graphic types (the other being 
bitmap). Vector graphics are made up of many individual objects. Each of 

these objects can be defined by mathematical statements and has individual 
properties assigned to it such as color, fill, and outline. Vector graphics are 

resolution independent because they can be output to the highest quality at 

any scale. 

Software used to create vector graphics is sometimes referred to as object- 
based editing software. Common vector formats include AI (Adobe Illustrator), 

CDR (CorelDRAW), CGM (Computer Graphics Metafile), SWF 
(Shockwave Flash), and DXF (AutoCAD and other CAD software). Vector graphics tend 
to have 

much smaller file sizes than raster-based bitmaps. 

If you have the Flash plug-in installed on your computer, you can right 
click on the image below to zoom in. When you zoom in on the image, notice that the 

edges of the text are always crisp and sharp at any scale. This is why vector 
images are called resolution independent. Currently, the only way vector images can be 
displayed on 

the Web is by requiring viewers to install a browser plug-in. 
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Detail Description Paragraph - DETX (2) : 

[0041] FIGS, la and 2a show a web page 10 written using 
HTML in known 

manner. Independently, an animated advertisement 11 is 
embedded within a 

separate web page layer 12 using known DHTML technology. 
The animation itself 

is likewise accomplished using off-the-shelf vector graphic 
tools and is not 

per se a feature of the invention. In a preferred 
embodiment reduced to 

practice, the animation was prepared using Flash, this 
being a proprietary 

vector graphics program produced and distributed by 
Macromedia Inc. Details 

and virtual examples can be seen in their website 

http://www.flash.com/. Flash 

is a registered trademark of Macromedia Inc. 



